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An old friend of the PIME Mis- 
sionaries of SS. Peter and Paul, Dr. 
John C. H. Wu, world-famed Chinese 
scholar, jurist and diplomat, has come 
to Detroit and has kindly agreed to 
speak under the auspices of our 
periodical, Catholic Life. Needless 
to say, this is a great honor, and we 
hasten to express some measure of 
appreciation. 

Should anyone of our readers ask, 
“And who is Doctor Wu?” we would 
show him this quotation from the 
writings of another philosopher, 
Jacques Maritain. 

“Mr. John Wu is an accomplished 
example of a Chinese and a Chris- 
tian. It was a privilege for me to 
enter into friendly relations with 
him in Rome, where both of us were 
Ambassadors more fond of philosophy 
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than of diplomacy. He planned to 
translate St. Thomas Acqiuinas into 
Chinese, and he was perfectly quali- 
fied for such a task. Everybody ad- 
mired in him a rare combination of 
human and spiritual virtues, fervent 
faith, freshness of heart, refined sim- 
plicity, piety, courtesy, profound 
scholarship and true love of wisdom. 
The same qualities appear in his 
book (Beyond East and West), which 
is a noble testimony to the new 
humanism of old Chinese culture and 
to the eternal truth of the Gospel.” 


A Chinese, wishing to pay tribute 
to another of his fellow countrymen, 
would consider for some time the top 
qualities of the friend to be so hon- 
ored; and having decided on these, 
would then inscribe the appropriate 
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Chinese ideograms on a long impres- 
sive scroll. 

Were we to try our hand at Chi- 
nese calligraphy and attempt to 
euolgize Dr. Wu similarly, we would 
usurp two words from Jacques Mari- 
tain’s praise—“Chinese” and “Chris- 
tian’—and amend each with the 
qualitative “great.” 

To this we might add a companion 
scroll, on which we would write this 
somewhat quaint metaphor, “Dr. Wu 
is a key opening both sides of a door, 
one side facing East and the other 
West.” However quaint this descrip- 
tion may seem, it is indeed apropos 
since in his writings, Chinese and 
otherwise, he has explained the mys- 
terious Orient to the West and the 
equally puzzling West to his fellow 
Asians. 
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Through the influence of Mar- 
cia, spouse of the Roman em- 
peror, Commodus, the Antonine 
persecution of Christianity had 
come to an end. Commodus’ 
first acts of Imperial benevolence 
toward the Church had done 
much to ameliorate the lot of 
his wife’s Christian brethren. 

It was during this era of re- 
spite that St. Victor reigned as 
successor of the big fisherman 
(190-198 A.D.). A native of 
North Africa, he is thought by 
some to be the first negro to 
ascend the Papal throne. 

A worthy successor of St. 
Peter he proved to be, for though 
his reign was marked by a toler- 
ance of Catholicism in political 
sheres, heresies within threaten- 
ed the integrity of the young 
Church. Recognizing them for 
the dangers that they were, St. 
Victor condemned Gnosticism 
and Manicheaism and excom- 
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an early pope is influential 
in establishing a common observance 
of the feast in both east and west. 


ST. VICTOR 


municated their adherents. 
“Keep the purity of the Faith 
with unity,” he exhorted his 
Bishops and clergy. 

The vigorous hand of St. Vic- 
tor was shown as well in the first 
recorded use of Rome’s prima- 
tial power: the calling for synods 
of the episcopate in the various 
capitals of Christendom. He 
asked that these consider a com- 
mon observance of the feast of 
Easter. In Asia it was cele- 
brated on the 14th day of the 
first moon after the spring 
equinox, on whatever day it fell. 
The Church in Rome kept it on 
the Sunday following the 14th 
day. The result of these synods 
was a common acceptance of the 
observance prevailing in Rome. 

Thus another step had been 
taken in the evolution of the 
Church to establish the Primacy 
of Peter and his successors in 
Rome. 
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from typical american homes, they are 
studying for foreign mission work 
in the ranks of 

the missionaries of ss. peter and paul. 


AMERICANS 


In the shadow of Mt. Resegone 
at the PIME Seminary of Gru- 
gana, two young Americans, Bob 
Leigh of Chicago and Dick Gui- 
dotti with eleven other Italian 
aspirants are completing their 
studies for the priesthood and 
careers as Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul. 

Both in their second year of 
theology, Bob and Dick have 
adapted themselves well to the 
Italian language, food and at- 
mosphere of the area, the last of 
which we understand is at a 
premium, being highly favored 
by tourists from all over Europe. 

With the assistance of some of 
their Italian confreres we were 
able to get some snapshots of 
our Americans in Italy. For 
other photos thanks are due to 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Guidotti, 
Dick’s parents. 

We thought all of them inter- 
esting to look at and hope that 
all the friends of the Mission- 
aries find them so. 
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After two weeks of calm seas and a 
prosperous voyage, Dick and Bob 
got a royal welcome at the docks 
of Naples from their Italian PIME 
confreres. 
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No longer needing history textbooks 
for pictures of the impressive ruins 
of ancient peoples, Dick and Bob 
travelling the length and breadth 
of Italy see the real thing almost 
daily. 


The PIME Seminary at Gru- 
gana has an interesting story of 
its own, and came into the pos- 
session of the Society almost b 
chance, — chance that is, fos 
tered by Providence. 

In the early years of the So- 
ciety, 1872 to be exact, one of 
its founders, Monsignor Mari- 
noni, had just about given up all # 
hope of finding suitable quarters 
for a Seminary. His had been 
a long and fruitless search. 

A two-day vacation was in om 
der for the tired old man and on 
boarding the train he happene¢ 
to meet and engage in conve 
tion with an affable couple 
Vicenzo Nobili and his wife 
Laura Cavalli. It was not lo 
before Monsignor Marinoni 
quest became the topic of di 
cussion. 

Without hesitation the mai 
and his wife spontaneously o 
fered their villa as an answer t 
the good Monsignor’s prayers 
And after a short journey the 
invited him to come with thei 
to view his Society’s new po 
sion. 

Needless to say Monsigno 
Marinoni was overjoyed and @ 
a token of gratitude, in 188% 
when he alloted grounds on th 
estate for a cemetery of th 
Society, the two generous donof 
were among the first to 
buried there. 
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With the Seminary Rector, Father 
Bartolomeo Campodonico, PIME. 


_ The Seminary Grotto overlooking the 
valley below. 


Prayer at Eventide for departed 
Missionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul. 
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A late afternoon visit to the neig 


boring shrine of Our Lady of th 
Woods. 
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HONG KONG. 


While the blood of martyrs 
spills on the soil of China, the 
Faith thrives at that unhappy 
land’s own doorstep in the Brit- 
ish Crown Colony of Hong 
Kong. 

In the diocese of that great 
international port, under the di- 
rection of PIME’s own Bishop 
Bianchi, great strides have been 
made daily in establishing and 
strengthening the visible struc- 
ture of the Church. 

New houses of worship and 
educational facilities are being 
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erected to accommodate and 
teach the ever-growing ranks of 
the newly converted faithful. 
While many of the clergy and 
religious, both men and women 
exiled from Red China, are leav- 
ing for new assignments in their 
homelands or other’ mission 
areas, Many more are staying 
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the colony has become the scene 
of a great renaissance of the faith. 


on in Hong Kong to help in mak- 
ing this port a strong outpost 
of Catholicism in the Far East. 

The Catholic population of 
Hong Kong rose by 12,240 be- 
tween July 1, 1954 and June 
30th, 1955 to a total of 75,162 
—according to statistics re- 
leased by the Hong Kong Cath- 


olic Directory and Yearbook. 
Reports from parishes during 
the six months’ interval between 
July and December 1955, indi- 
cated a further increase to a 
total of 80,000 or 3.5 per cent 
of the Colony’s entire popula- 
tion. 

To many readers this is a 
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Some of the refugee youth whose 
needs, temporal or otherwise, are 
the constant care of Bishop Bianchi. 


The Bishop and his assistants 
have discovered that by far the 
greater portion of conversions 
made in the past few years have 
been among those who have suf- 
fered and fled the Red regime in 
China. These hapless souls des- 
‘success story and we readily 
agree. But to Bishop Bianchi 
and the loyal phalanx of priests 
and religious, among them‘ his 
own fellow Missionaries of SS. 
Peter and Paul, this is just the 
beginning. There are hundreds 
of thousands more still waiting 
for the light of Christianity. 


New York's Cardinal Speliman re- 
turns from a visit to one of the 
seventeen centers for refugee 
Chinese. 


perately need the solace and 
comfort that Christianity can 
give to sustain them in the pov- 
erty and destitution which, un- 
fortunately, is their lot in Hong 
Kong today. While gradually 
their material wants are being 
taken care of through govern- 
ment and relief services, they 
patiently wait. And in their 
waiting, there is much time to 
compare conditions in which 
they live today with the still 
crueller conditions existing on 
the Chinese mainland which 
they courageously fled. 





Mass testimonials of Faith are ever 
celebrated to pray for the perse- 
cuted Catholics behind Red China’s 
Bamboo Curtain. 


To more and more of these 
unfortunates, Bishop Bianchi 
and his fellow workers endeavor 
to bring the superior ideology of 
Christianity. We would be 
tempted to wax eloquent over 
their great efforts; but there are 
no more matter-of-fact group of 
people in the world than mis- 
sionaries, and they would cut 
short our eloquence with a dry 
reminder that they are merely 
doing the job Christ told them 
to do, “Go, teach the gospel to 
every creature.” 
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in Newark, Ohio, on land obtained through the generosity of 


Bishop Ready of Columbus, is this first U.S. Seminary of the PIME 
Missionaries of Saints Peter and Paul. 


Here the students of our Society will be trained for their 
tasks in Mission Outposts of the globe. 


Here, too, they will pray daily, and throughout their lives, 
for the benefactors who have contributed toward its erection. 








by V. Pagano, PIME 
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Some time ago, I went to the 
village of Mandergany, India, 
to say my Mass in a chapel 
which was nothing more than a 
porch with the walls broken and 
crumbling. 
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During the Mass, as I was - 
saying the Credo, I noticed © 
something very bright in one of 7 
the wall crevices. It looked like © 
the tail of a serpent, but I tried 
hard to continue my prayers as 
calmly as I could. When I 
reached the Preface the strange © 
object was still in sight and had 
moved nearer to the warmth of © 
the candles. j 
' My worst fears were now re- 
alized. I was tempted to give 
the alarm; but since my people © 
knew nothing of the intruder, I - 
decided to finish my Mass. | 

As was customary after the 
services, I began the explana-— 
tion of the catechism. But sud- 
denly a weird cry was heard. A 
woman had gone behind the al- 
tar to gather some wood and 
found herself face to face with 
the poisonous reptile. 

After much ado, the men were 
successful in killing it and they ~ 
presented it to me. I said, “My 
dear friends, this cobra may not 
have been evil minded. At least” 
it prepared itself to die well, for 
it listened to my Mass carefully 
and with more attention that I 
did!” 

I certainly thanked God that 
He gave us not one but one hun- 
dred guardian angels to protect 
us all from harm. 
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Yes, the Blessed Alberic Burse ‘has 
been completed and we are now hop- 
ing that the one in honor of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary will also 
reach that stage within a short period 
of time. 

But perhaps you don’t know what 
a Burse is, or how it works. Quite 
simply, it is the establishment of a 
$5,000 fund to finance the education 
of a seminarian for the missionary 
priesthood. 

Of course, you needn’t donate the 
entire $5,000. You, together with a 
group of your friends or relatives, 
can combine your offerings. When 
you have a total of $500 (the mini- 
mum amount needed to start a 
Burse), you may send it in, naming 
the Burse in honor of your favorite 
saint, or in the name of some de- 
ceased member of your family. 


Dear Fathers: 


Enclosed is a gift in the amount of $ 


to be added to a Burse in honor of 


The money received is invested and 
the interest from this initial invest- 
ment defrays the complete yearly 
cost for the education of one semi- 
narian. In this way, it works very 
much like an insurance policy or 
banking fund. 

The advantages you gain are the 
special blessings of some ‘young man 
who, in gratitude to your generosity, 
will remember you each day in his 
prayers and at Mass. 

Since a Burse is perpetual, it will 
continue educating some §Seminarian 
for years to come, assuring you of 
perpetual remembrance. Further, 
your name will be officially inscribed 
in the special registry of Burses. 

For those who are interested, the 
attached coupon gives additional in- 
formation and the address where you 
may send your Burse contributions. 


MISSIONARIES OF 
SS. PETER AND PAUL 


121 East Boston Boulevard, 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


_ which I wish 





I am interested in establishing a Burse and naming it; please send me 
more detailed information in regard to this. 


I understand that all monies given for this purpose are used in the 
education of young men for the missionary priesthood. 
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REVOLUTION 


Asia, the world’s largest continent, 
and home of more than half the 
world’s population, has become dur- 
ing the past 8 years the major target 
of the enemies of Christ and the 
Catholic Church. 

From the 3rd to December 8th the 
Church met this challenge in a new 
way, when delegates from 16 Asian 
countries came together for the first 
Asian Lay Apostolate Congress ever 
to be held. Presided over by an 
Asian Cardinal, His Eminence Valer- 
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by Elizabeth Reid 


ian Cardinal Gracias, this congress 
met with a response which showed 
the vitality and the universality of 
the Church etched in bold lines 
against the backdrop of Communism. 

On December 8th—Our Lady's 
Feast—the congress closed. The 


resolutions which were read declared # 


an all out and intensive campaign 
against the theory and practice of 


CATHOLIC LIFES 





free asia is growing and its laity 
is preparing to shoulder some of the 
great problems of christianity. 


Before a gathering of delegates 
from all parts of Free Asia, Cardinal 
Gracias urges the restoration of all 
things in Christ. 


communism in South East Asia and 
the Far East, and backed the dare 
the same afternoon with a huge dem- 
onstration of potential strength at 
the Luneta grounds in Manila. Daily 
papers estimated the attendance at 
this Marian Rally as 1 million, 
counting those who walked in the 
procession, lined the footpaths pray- 
ing and singing, and massed at the 
huge stadium in the heart of the city. 
_ At the same time, the church, 
+ through the delegates at this first 
Asian Meeting of the Lay Apostolate, 
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sought to strengthen its position 
through a deepening of the spirit and 
a well organized lay apostolate pro- 
gramme on an international level. 
Some of the resolutions made— 

. That more lay workers be mo- 
bilized, and organizations al- 
ready working in the sphere 
of direct apostolate be warm- 
ly encouraged. 

. That Catholic universities, col- 
leges and schools in the Philip- 
pines be encouraged to give 
scholarships for school and 
university education to Cath- 
olic students of other Asian 
countries. 

. That all Catholics with the 
necessary training should be 
encouraged to participate in 
the civic and political life by 
aiming, where possible, to have 
Catholics effectively present in 
the legislative bodies of the 
Asian countries. 

. That training leaders for these 
functions and for social action 
in general be considered by 
three methods—training within 
the country through local ef- 
fort; bringing experts from 
abroad; sending selected can- 
didates for specialized training 
abroad. 

. To make a united effort to 
form local and regional centres 
of training for rural leadership, 
as primary producers by far 
comprise the largest group in 
Asian society. 

. That the rural groups in the 
Catholic communities of Asia 
shall maintain contact and ex- 
change information with each 
other and for this purpose the 
Federation of Free Farmers of 
the Philippines will act as 
liaison office. 
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. That the Catholic women of 
Asia be urged to use their in- 
fluence at all levels of society 
for the preservation of national 
customs and traditions compat- 
ible with Christianity. 

. That the Catholic women of 
Asia condemn Birth Control, 
and urge that a positive Chris- 
tian approach be used to elim- 
inate the circumstances which 
create the so-called need for 
this faulty remedy. 

. That the practicability be ex- 
amined of encouraging the 
publication of one or more 
Catholic daily newspapers in 
Asia, possibly on a co-ordinated 
basis; and that the possibility 
of establishing a central Cath- 
olic news-agency should be 
investigated. 

. That a training centre for 
social workers be established 
in Asia in co-operation with 
the CLUSS. 


CHALLENGE ACCEPTED 

The participants from Free China, 
Hong Kong, Malaya, Singapore, In- 
donesia, South Vietnam, India, Pak- 
istan, Ceylon, Burma, Korea, Japan, 
Thailand, the Philippines, and the 
observers from Australia, under the 
inspiring guidance of Cardinal Gra- 


cias, reaffirmed their inflexible le 
alty to the Holy Father, Pope Pj 
XII and to the teaching of the ch 
and their unshaken loyalty to f 
directives of their Bishops. 
came together to share experienc 
and we have worked together to q 
tain a fuller and deeper understa 
ing of the apostolate in its amplitud 
and to survey those areas where 
urgent action is required. These ame 
some of the main lines of thoug 
and these are some of the peopl 
who discussed them: First the 
people! 
Mrs. Kasuko Aso from Japan, § 
charming personality who “finds f 
social work a welcome task a 
having been in throes of polit 
for several years.” Her father 
Japan’s former Prime Minister Shp 
geru Yoshida. As he is a widower 
turned to his daughter to help h 
in campaigns and to be hostess fm 
him. Mrs. Aso’s husband was 2 
a member of the Japanese Diet w 
her father held his high post. 
charming lay apostle speaks fluem 
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Father Horace De Angelis, P 
special representative of Bishe 
anchi, PIME, with several del 
from India, Japan, the Philip 
Indo China and China. 











English and had traveled extensively 
with her father when he was a dip- 
lomat. Her education includes school- 
ing in Peking, London, Paris, and 
Rome. Back in Japan she manages 
three households—a home in Oisi 
for her now retired father, a home 
in Kyushu for her husband’s mother, 
and a home in Tokyo for her hus- 
band and six children. 

Miss Irma Amin from Indonesia, 
converted to Catholicism only four 
“years ago. . Upon finding the 
pearl of great price she sacrificed 
home and country (which is Sumatra, 
a Moslem stronghold which despises 
‘Catholicism openly) to start a new 
life in Java. She teaches in a school 
in Sukabumi, and assists The Grail 
Center (where she lives) and the 
Grail workers’ new apostolic venture 
‘in that city. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D’Rose from 
Singapore. She representing the 
‘Catholic Teachers’ Guild of the Dio- 
‘tese of Malacca, and he the Social 
‘Guild of Singapore. More remarkable 
‘than their complete devotedness to 
each other and to their apostolate is 
‘the fact that Mr. D’Rose has not al- 
Mowed his infirmity (he and his 
ytches are inseparable) to stand 
the way of a whole hearted and 
Militant participation in the work 
if the lay apostolate. 
| Dr. Paul K. T. Sih, a distinguished 
‘Chinese scholar and political scien- 
tist, who believes the development of 
(Catholic leaders in Asian countries 
one of the most important prob- 
Jems in the Church today. Dr. Sih 
| Director of the Institute of Far 
Eastern Studies in Seton Hall Uni- 
ity, New Jersey, USA, and was 
me of the principal speakers. He 
Sa convert from Confucianism, and 
has told his story in a fascinating 
published by Sheed and Ward. 
46 he holds a Doctorate of Laws 
m the Soochow University, a Doc- 
te of Political Science from the 
University of Rome, and an honorary 
octorate of Laws from the Carroll 
pe, USA. Before he turned to 
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Father Horace De Angelis, PIME, 
who will be long remembered by 
many Americans whom he visited 
while in the U.S. two years ago, 
listens as one of the Congress ses- 


sions gets under way. 


teaching he was with Nationalist 
China’s diplomatic service and from 
1945-’49 was the Chinese Ambassador 
in Rome. 


Among the lay experts was Dr. 
Maria Alberta Lucher from Germany, 
and one of the most learned women 
at the meet. A scholar with a doc- 
torate of Philology, and seven lan- 
guages at her command, she flew 
8,000 miles from West Germany to 
Manila. She has the distinction of 
being the first woman appointed by 
the German Hierarchy to direct the 
cultural division in the overall Church 
program in Germany. She is a mem- 
ber of the Grail, and one of five lay 
women present who have dedicated 
their whole life for the lay aposto- 
late. From another lay society came 
Miss Norberte D’Haene, a delegate 
from Free China where she has just 
completed her first year of work in 
Taipei. A member of the Interna- 
tional Catholic Auxiliaries, she grad- 
uated in commerce and majored in 
accounting before joining this lay 
mission society. Other dedicated lay 
workers present were Miss Adelaide 
Crookall, President of The Grail in 
Australia, an observer sent by Car- 
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dinal Gilroy of Sydney, and Rose- 
mary Goldie, the Permanent Secre- 
tary of International Lay Apostolate 
Congresses, and myself. 

There were many other people to 
write about if space would allow, but 
now to the main lines of thought. 
The delegates realized that they were 
in the presence of immense problems 
affecting the Asian peoples. They 
saw how in vast sectors, the aspira- 
tions towards political freedom have 
been fulfilled and that the emanci- 
pation from colonialism has been the 
beginning of a newer and fuller na- 
tional life, but that political freedom 
has certainly not been enough. The 
masses of Asia through circum- 
stances beyond their control are 
groaning under the yoke of unem- 
ployment, a very low standard of 
living, and in many cases stark pov- 
erty. In the midst of this material 
wretchedness, they have been sub- 
jected to the ideas of materialism 
and all the other evil doctrines that 
are now being widely diffused, Many 
of them are now being crushed by 
iron hand of the Reds. Communists 
having taken advantage of the pov- 
erty, of the nationalistic upsurge 
which they have used as a spring- 
board, have enslaved vast sections 
of Asia, and subjected the people to 
unheard-of torments and persecu- 
tions. 

The delegates to the congress de- 
nounced communism vigorously and 
stated that it is worse than any pre- 
vious known form of colonialism. 
They reaffirmed their profound con- 
viction that the doctrine of Christ 
offers the solution to these prob- 
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Hopes to restore all things in Ch 
will not come true if problems a 
difficulties facing the Church are iis 
soundly considered and realisticghh 


overcome. Here delegates 


ert 


workshop gathering study the 
of some particular Asian area. 
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lems; that it offers a complete 
thesis to the temporal and spirit 
and a true program for a just social’ 
order. The delegates asserted the 
primacy of the spiritual and emphe 
sized the dignity of the human pep 
son, and set its face against every) 
form of injustice and oppression, 7} 
The congress approved various ré@ 
olutions setting out in concrete st : 
its plan of action, covering all phages) 
of the problems it found to be oF 
taining in S. E. Asia and the Far 
East. * 
CARDINAL GRACIAS 5 
This great Asian leader proved’ 
forceful and brilliant orator. He d 
cussed the doctrinal bases of the i 
apostolate citing evidence from res 
son, from Scripture, and papal pit 
nouncements to support his disco 
The place of the laity in the Cai 
olic Church, the importance of 
apostles, the undertakings 
should work in to advance the cals 
of Christ, and the relations 
should exist between laity and 
archy at various levels of the lj 
apostolate, were some of the vit 
questions touched on by Cardinal 
Gracias. 4 
His voice was deep and reson 
and he spoke effortlessly in flaw 
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English with the accent of a cultured 
Englishman. 

The personality of this prince of 
the church was the top of more than 
one conversation. Throughout the 


congress newsmen kept asking “Who 
is this Cardinal Gracias?” 


' He was born in 1900 in Karachi, 
' and his father died three years later. 
'Brought up and educated by his 
» mother, whom he invariably quoted 
/in speaking about woman's duties 
and vocation, he told us that she 

» could not read or write. He pointed 
out a dedication to her in one of 
"his books: “To the memory of my 
Smother, who, knowing not how to 
')fead, yet taught her only son more 
than reading could teach.” He 
» joined St. Joseph’s Seminary in Man- 
| galore where he excelled in rhetoric 
- and philosophy. From there he went 
to the Papal Seminary in Kandy, 
here he obtained his Doctorate in 
Bed ity. Appreciating his gifts, his 
superiors sent him to the Gregorian 
University in Rome. He became 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of 
' Bombay in 1929 and in 1946 he was 
ppointed first Indian Auxiliary 

op to Bombay, becoming Arch- 
WMishop in 1950, and in 1952 the first 
indian Cardinal in the history of the 
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This first Asian Congress of the 
lay Apostolate was concluded on De- 
cember 8th, the feast of the Immac- 
ulate Conception. The ideal of pur- 
ity and motherhood touches the deep- 
est instincts of all men of whatever 
creed or race or culture. These in- 
stincts which under the influence of 
grace can transform men and na- 
tions and bring about a revolution 
that would make the present up- 
heavals in Asio mere ripples on the 
surface of the water. As water was 
once turned into wine at a Mother’s 
request, so with that same mother’s 
patronage can those who labour in 
the Asian vineyard, in so many parts 
now being watered by martyrs’ blood, 
hope to say at some future feast, 
“Master you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 

And in the meantime it was clearly 
visible that the delegates realized the 
impending crisis in Asia and the fact 
that in the end, when the smoke of 
battle has died away, it will be either 
the forces of God left holding the 
field or the forces of evil. This is the 
urgency of the crisis and some things 
have to be done. But this Asian 
meeting with its Asian delegates 
knew full well that the answer ulti- 
mately lies in the Christian revolu- 
tion. Restore all things in Christ. 


On the way to Mass celebrated each 
morning before Congress sessions 
began, Cardinal Gracias receives 
the homage of a Philippino Catholic. 





ST. PATRICK IN CHINA 


admitted to be tinged with a bit of 


Not many years ago, an Irish priest 
arrived at one of our mission outposts 
after escaping capture at the hands 
of the Communists in the North of 
China. None the worse for this peril- 
ous experience, his cheery disposition 
shone on us all and particularly on 
our house boy, Mu Tang. Mu Tang 
knew English quite well since he had 
been trained for interpreting during 
World War Ii, and in renewing an 
old acquaintance with the language, 
hung on the good father’s every word. 

But what fascinated Mu Tang most 
was the priest’s Gaelic accent. In 
speaking, much of what the man of 
God had told Mu Tang, he candidly 
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“blarney,” but this he insisted 
was the gospel-truth: just as the 
Berliner spoke the best German, and 
the Parisian, the best French, 

so the sons of Ireland spoke the best 
English. 

Such friendship grew between 
the two that we feared Mu Tang 
might ask permission to leave us to 
serve the priest he admired so. But 
the Irish priest departed alone, até 
monishing Mu Tang to stay, serve ws 
well and help us during the hari 
times that were obviously to comé 

True to the promise exacted ani 
cheerfully given, Mu Tang stayed on 
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) G.F., PIME, 
told to Jim Fox 


He was indispensable in our relations 
with the Chinese Reds when they 
took over our village. After witness- 
ing the change of attitude of others 
whom we thought friends, we were 
particularly grateful and indeed edi- 
fied by Mu Tang’s steadfast loyalty. 

Then one day it happened, or 
so we thought, Mu Tang was 
in the process of changing his allegi- 
ance. The boy, generally so punctual 
and thorough in his services, had dis- 
appeared from our mission grounds. 
Regretfully and with a prayer that 
the lad might not be coerced into 
giving up his Faith, we resigned our- 
selves to the situation. 
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But on the day following we were 
ashamed of our rash judgments when 
the boy appeared to set to his tasks 
as usual. In view of the trying times 
and the pressures that Chinese so- 
ciety can quietly exert on one of its 
members, it was difficult for us to 
converse on the “whys” of his ab- 
sence the flay before. 

Mu Tang, however, could readily 
see the questioning on our faces and 
decided to relieve our anxiety with 
this opener, “Shen Fu (Fathers), do 
you remember what was yesterday’s 
date?” 

“March 17th,” was our quick reply. 

“I mean whose feast-day was it?” 

We looked at each other perplexed 
and then realized that we may have 
been guilty of some unforgivable 
oversight. “It was St. Patrick’s feast 
day.” 

“And how did you honor that great 
saint who sits next to St. Peter?” 
he asked. 

Aside from the celebration of the 
Mass of a Bishop and Confessor, we 
had to admit that we had done noth- 
ing. “But what did you do to honor 
St. Patrick?” we asked Mu Tang. 

And from his lips came one of 
those pearls of Faith, simple and 
warm, that is a joy to the heart of 
every missioner. He had journeyed 
to the nearby mountains to pray and 
throughout the day had loudly be- 
sought the help of the great St. Pat- 
rick, who sits next to St. Peter. 


It went something like this. “St. 
Patrick, you did a good job for Ire- 
land but China is bigger and a bigger 
job needs to be done here. If the job 
is too big for just you, get St. Peter 
to help. But please come, come 
quickly, and drive the snakes out of 
China.” 
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warmly honored in this famed port of Dixie 


A newcomer to the kaleidos- 
copic life that is New Orleans 
might be startled to find a dozen 
ads like the following in the 
Public Notice columns any early 
March— 

“Praise be to Saint Joseph!! 

In honor of our Patron Saint, 
a Joseph altar will be displayed 
at the home of 

872 Terpsichore Street 
Domenico Lagana 
on March 18-19th. The public 
is invited to come and dine. 
Proceeds will go to parish char- 
ities.” 


A Joseph’s altar? To come 
and dine? Certainly! Dozens 
such tables are set up annually 
on the eve of the great saint’s 
feast, not in public places nor 
on parish grounds, but in the 
living rooms and garages of 
humble working-class Italian 
families. Furniture is removed 
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by Anne Kirby 


from the selected room and @ 
giant altar is set against one 


wall. On steps leading to the 
altar and on surrounding tables, 


foods and delicacies are placed 


in colorful and artistic display, 
Yellow tomatoes and purple egg. 
plant, rough artichoke and shi 


persimmons, sprays of pale cel 


ery and round rings of sausage 
The women of the house spend 
days in the preparation of the 
Italian dishes piled high in their 
pottery platters — antipasto, 
ravioli, canelloni, stuffed meats, 
rich sweet cakes and pastries of 
every description. Like conviv- 
ial sentinels, bottles of Chianti 
stand among the mouth-water- 
ing display. Above it all, from 
his towering vantage on the 
altar, a statue of Saint Joseph 
smiles down on the feast. The 
public stay, pray, sample the 
food and leave offerings. 

The story goes (there is ab 
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ways a story hidden in pious 
tradition) that generations ago, 
the natives of a small village in 
Sicily were panicked by persis- 
tent drought. Their meagre 
economy, their very lives were 
menaced by a lack of rain which 
threatened their crops. Banding 
together, they prayed fervently 
and earnestly to Saint Joseph. 
He responded, as he always does 
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to the needs of his clients. Rain 
fell in just the right amount to 
relieve the drought. In thanks- 
giving, the peasants promised 
an annual feast in his honor. 
Their descendants, transplanted 
to the Gulf Coast and especially 
to New Orleans, repeat the de- 
lightful tradition and honor their 
patron in this unique annual 
festival. 
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by Cornelia and Irving Sussman 


an excerpt from their study of Chagall in 
“The Bridge,” published by Pantheon Pres 


For nearly two thousand years, 
no Jewish artist dared to paint the 
figure of Christ, Christ in His Pas- 
sion; but suddenly, in the twentieth 
century, the Cross emerges in Jew- 
ish art, most powerfully in the paint- 
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ings of Mare Chagall. There is th 
Cross, with a ladder nearby, so that 
many may climb up to it, telling d 
man’s separation from Christ ani 
his chance of return to Him. With 
such intensity, drama, and magnituée 
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is the crucifixion portrayed that one 
must conclude: this is the great 
theme of all his paintings. One be- 
comes aware that above the little 
villages, above the floating lover, 
above the forlorn Jews clasping the 
Torah, above the manger-faced beasts 
with violins, above the ladders, the 
ladders which are everywhere—there 
is the Cross. The longer one stays 
with Chagall’s work, the fuller is 
the realization that it is all of a 
piece, that from the beginning to end 
it tells one story: the ghetto under 
the Cross, indeed the world under 
the Cross, and the ladder which re- 
veals itself as Jacob’s ladder, after 
all. 


The ladder of Jacob, when he was 
sleeping in Haran—with naught but 
astone for pillow—where he dreamed 
the angels went up and down, that 
ladder was thy cross; above it speaks 
to us the voice of God: “I am with 
thee! I will keep thee and bring thee 
For thy cross is the 
ladder unto glory ... 

All these centuries, the Crucified 
has been hanging over the ghettoes 
with His outstretched, waiting arms, 
and hardly anyone has seen Him 
there. Now Marc Chagall has looked 
up and séen Him. This one feels 
before all his paintings, for to one 
"who has experienced the message of 
“the crucified Jesus which Chagall’s 
“mature work “exteriorizes,” all his 
‘other work comes under this vision 
and speaks this message. Christ is 
not “contemporized” in a literary 
sense, not brought down to modern 
times—He is there at this moment, 
and if one looks up one will see Him; 
the Torah is with Him and without 
Him there is no Torah, and all the 
little people praying are with Him 
and without Him there is no prayer; 
and there is a ladder if one would 
but step on it. 

Why does Chagall paint Christ in 
His crucifixion? 

To the Jew, though he does not 
know it, Christ is always there, cru- 
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to thy land!” 


cified. Chagall, who has apprehend- 
ed this, has thus become the record- 
ing artist of the Jew in the diaspora, 
but not in the ordinary sense, rather 
in a deeper sense—he is the record- 
ing artist of the “Jewish subcon- 
scious” since Calvary. He has looked 
deep into the Jewish soul and seen 
Christ crucified and what he has 
seen he has painted. That what he 
has painted has turned out to be 
not only the “Jewish subconscious” 
but also the subconscious of the 
Christian who has lost his faith— 
this is what makes him the recording 
artist of “the Gentile in the modern 
diaspora.” For Chagall has revealed 
the Crucified whose image is locked 
away in the closed, musty soul of 
modern man. Though he does not 
abandon Vitebsk, he goes beyond it; 
and his message is not for one people 
alone, it is for all: Christ is with us, 
and He is with us crucified, for we 
have crucified Him not only at a 
single moment in history, but are do- 
ing so momentarily, over and over 
again, and in a hidden way we know 
this. 

It is this hidden knowledge modern 
man has of himself that makes Cha- 
gall so greatly accessible to our time, 
not only as a Jew whose central 
theme is Christ on His cross—though 
this in itself is strikingly significant 
—but above all as a man who sees 
that which is. This is how Christ is 
in the world of today: in white ves- 
ture as the Giver of peace, but on 
His cross as our Victim, on His cross 
where we continually put Him. The 
Jew Chagall can speak to the lapsed 
Christian about this because this 
“Christian” is in a state of “diaspora” 
—perhaps the Jew can speak to the 
modern Gentile about this better 
than any Gentile can speak to him- 
self, because the Jew understands 
the state of “diaspora”; the exile is 
familiar territory. The exile, the 
“diaspora,” the world of flight, so 
tremendously evoked by Max Picard, 
is today’s world—and it is this that 
we see in Chagall’s Crucifixions. 
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HEATING VENTILATION 
BE W | S i COOLING SYSTEMS 
METAL FABRICATIO 


have your heating and 
cooling systems put in 
tip-top shape by 


) 
SA M i AIR CONDITIONING, INC. 


8824 Charlevoix 


distributor for 


IS AIR CONDITIONERS 


products 
company 


22750 Woodward Av. | 
Ferndale, Michigan — 
Jo 4-6531 





Look for the baker boy... ASK FOR 


KOEPPLINGER’S 
famous breads 


health BREAD 


MADE SINCE THE TURN OF THE CENTURY... 
BAKED LONGER AND MORE THOROUGHLY ... 
A BREAD THAT SUPPLIES PROTEIN AND IS AN 
EXCELLENT SOURCE OF ENERGY ... IT CON- 
TAINS LESS CALORIES THAN ORDINARY BREAD. 


delicious RAISIN BREAD 


FOR THOSE WHO PREFER A LITTLE SWEETER 

TASTE TREAT. THE SAME ENRICHED BREAD AS 

OUR HEALTH BREAD WITH RAISINS ADDED. 
WONDERFUL... . TOASTED. 


early American WHITE BREAD 


AN OLD-FASHIONED WHITE BREAD. WHICH 
COMBINES AN EARLY AMERICAN FORMULA 
WITH TODAY'S LATEST SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEOGE 
TO GIVE YOU A BREAD OF UNUSUAL TEXTURE 
AND TASTE. GRAND TOASTED OR PLAIN 


popular PUMPERNICKEL 


SMART HOSTESSES CHOOSE THIS BREAD FOR 
PARTIES, SNACKS. HORS D'OEUVRES MADE 
FROM AN OLD-WORLD RECIPE WITH SLIGHT 
CHANGES TO PLEASE THE AMERICAN PALATE. 


_ARNOLD HOMES 


z A house is a home when it earns your faith, when it provides the 
> __ comfort and ease of living you desire, through good planning and 
skillful construction. A house reflects you, and you reflect good 
taste and sound judgment when selecting a top-quality modern 


ARNOLD-BUILT HOME 


| ARNOLD BUILT HOMES, BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 
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church parties 
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‘SACRED HEART PARISH 





DING HAO, 


that's Chinese for ‘tops.’ Yes, and ‘tops’ is the word 
for the work done by the PIME Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul in Missionlands throughout the globe 
for more than a century. 


If God calls you to the Missionary Priesthood or 
Brotherhood, consider the possibility of joining the 
ranks of the Missionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul, who 
form one of the oldest Mission sending Societies of 
the Church and whose work has been devoted to 
Mission Lands and their peoples for more than a 
Century. 


For more information write: 

Vocations Director 

MISSIONARIES of SS. PETER AND PAUL 

121 EAST BOSTON BLVD., DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 








